
Rom 9-11: 
The Apostle Paul’s 
“Anguish” over His  
People’s Situation

1



Rom. 9: 3,4a, 7
“my brothers, 

my own race, (lit. 
“kinsmen, 

countrymen 
according to the 

flesh)
the people of Israel

- descendants of 
Abraham through 

Isaac”

Concerning…
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But what about my 
own people?
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Lessons from Paul’s Anguish: 
“Why are my people so 

stubborn?”
(Rom 10)
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Quote from Isa 65:2a
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Isa 65:2 (NIV)

All day long I have held out my hands to 

an obstinate [sō·w·rêr ] (stubborn & 

rebellious) people, who walk in ways not 

good, pursuing their own imaginations—
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1 Cor 10: 
Learn from Israel’s History

1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, 
brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud and that they all passed through 
the sea
6. Now these things occurred as examples to 
keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as 
they did
11These things happened to them as examples 
and were written down as warnings for us, on 
whom the culmination of the ages has come.
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http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/10-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/10-11.htm


Rom 10:1-4

1Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may 
be saved.
2For I can testify about them that they are 
zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 
knowledge.
3Since they did not know the righteousness of 
God and sought to establish their own, they did 
not submit to God’s righteousness. 
4Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 
may be righteousness for everyone who believes.
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http://biblehub.com/romans/10-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-4.htm


The “3 Rejections” in Israel’s 
Stubbornness 
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Reject God’s 
Self-revelation 

for own 
religious ideals

1

Reject God’s 
Law for own 
standards of 
righteousness

2

Reject God’s 
Coming in 

Jesus for own 
political 

messiah-king

3
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Rejection 1
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Rejection 2
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New King James Version
But to Israel he says: “All day long I have 
stretched out My hands To a disobedient and 
contrary people.”

Berean Literal Bible
But as for Israel he says: "All the day I have stretched out My 
hands to a disobeying and contradicting people
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https://biblehub.com/blb/romans/10.htm
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Rejection 3
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Paul had 
experienced 

stubbornness against 
God before he met 
Jesus at Damascus 

Road
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Conclusion: Hope in Anguish

• Rom 9: 13-18 “God has mercy on whom he
 wants to have mercy”

• Rom 11: 32 “God has bound all men over
             to disobedience so that he may have
             mercy on them all”
• Rom 12:1 “Therefore…in view of God’s
         mercy….” 26


