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18 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with
the glory that will be revealed in us.

(Romans 8)



2 CORINTHIANS 4

17 For our light and momentary troubles

are achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary,

but what is unseen is eternal.




BOB DEFFINBAUGH

Now, that statement would be just so much hot air if it
didn't come from a man like Paul. Here is a man who
suffered intensely. No one in this room has gone
through even a fraction of the suffering that Paul
endured. He was beaten, he was stoned with rocks, he
was chained, he was imprisoned, he was shipwrecked,
starved, often hungry and naked and cold. He himself
tells us this. And yet it is this apostle who takes pen in
hand and says, "Our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that shall be revealed in us."
The glory that is coming is incomparable in intensity.
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Creation fell with man, the apostle declares. Not only
did our whole race fall into the bondage of sin and
death, as the earlier chapters of Romans explain, but
the entire physical universe fell as well. It was man's
sin that put thorns on roses. It was man's sin that made
the animals hate and fear each other and brought
predators and carnivores into being. With the fall of
W man came the spreading fear, hostility, and hatred in
,Qa,\ ‘4' A the animal world, and the whole of nature testifies to
”F | "MOmans&% this fact. It is, as Paul describes it here, subjected to
. l frustration.
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SUBJECTED TO
FRUSTRATION

ADAM'’'S INITIAL SIN
MAN'S ONGOING SINS




19 For the creation
waits in eager
expectation for the

children of God to be

revealed.
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Romans 8




23 Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly
for our adoption to sonship,
the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in this hope
we were saved. But hope
that is seen is no hope at all.
Who hopes for what they
already have? 25 But if we
hope for what we do not yet
have, we wait for it
patiently.

Romans 8
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“And not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies.”

- Romans 8:23

Nature groans, we groan. And yet
the groan is producing the glory..
Every time we groan, it is a reminder
to us of the promise of glory. I do
not think anything will transform our
sufferings more than remembering
that.



24 FOR IN THIS HOPE WE WERE
SAVED. BUT HOPE THAT IS SEEN IS NO
HOPE AT ALL. WHO HOPES FOR WHAT

THEY ALREADY HAVE? 25 BUT IF WE
HOPE FOR WHAT WE DO NOT YET
HAVE, WE WAIT FOR IT PATIENTLY.

(ROMANS 8)

God causes us to groan over
the present conditions
under which we now live so
that our hope will be
directed toward God's
coming Kingdom.
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& 26 In the same way, the
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I he B M P Spirit helps us in our
s e AN B weakness. We do not
o LTSN know what we ought to
Groanln {__HELPS US IN'OUR pray for, but the Spirit
WEAKNESS himself intercedes for
us through wordless

of The Spirit | Sl

(Romans 8)




27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
(Romans 8)




\

» 4

And we know that
all things work together for good

to them that love God,

to them@are the called according
N nis purpose.



Groaning
characterizes the
Spirit-filled

hristian T
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HE PREDESTINED HE ALSO CALLED

& those whom

HE CALLED HE ALSO JUSTIFIED

& those whom

HE JUSTIFIED HE ALSO GLORIFIED

Romans 8:30) =——

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers
and sisters. (Romans 8)



