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UNITY IN DIVERSITY . MUTUAL ACCEPTANCE
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FAMILY IDENTITY




The cultivation of a beautiful
community is a cruciform pursuit.
What if, as we regather for
worship, we also reimagine our
pursuit of beautiful community?
What preferences have morphed into
idols that need to be destroyed?
What preferences do we need to
loosen our grip for extending the
grace and love of Christ to
diverse neighbours?




Our freedom in the Christian
community is the freedom to lay
down our lives for our brothers

and sisters. Our liberty in Christ
is our liberty to die to our
preferences, the liberty to die to
our disordered desire for our
pleasure. Our freedom as
Christians is the freedom to say
to our neighbours, “We want to see
you grow toward maturity in
Christ.




Our heart’'s desire is to do
everything we can to edify you,
to build you up in the faith, to
see you come to maturity in
Christ.” And this is something we
are to pursue: building each
other up, edifying one another,
and pleasing one another. That's
beautiful community.







SPIRITUAL GIFT
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6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.
12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those
women who work hard in the Lord. Greet my
dear friend Persis, another woman who has

worked very hard in the Lord.
(Romans 16)
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Dr. Katherine Johnson

Where no African-American
woman has gone before,
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SUFFERING
FOR CHRIST
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4 They (Priscilla and Aquila) risked their lives for me.

7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me.

They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before | was. -~
10 Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test. “/ (Romans 16)



PHILIPPIANS 3:10

That | may know him,’and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made.conformable unto his death ...




Love & Hospitality

11 commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 | ask you
to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she

may need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me.
(Romans 16)



5... Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of
Asia... 8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.... 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker
in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys... 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his
mother, who has been a mother to me, too. (Romans 16)
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God. Evergone who loves has
been born of God and knows
God. 8 Whoever does not love
does not know God. because
God is love.
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