Saul’s ARISING Story
Acts 9:1-31

Sunday 25 October 2026




Increasing number of believers / disciples
Acts 1:15 (a group numbering about 120)
Acts 2:41 .. about 3,000 were added to their number that

Acts 2:47 And the Lord added to their number daily those
being saved.

Acts 4:4 .. the number of men who believed grew to about 5,0

Acts 5:14 .. more and more men and women believed in the L
and were added to their number.

Acts 6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was
Increasing...

Acts 6.7 The number of disciples... increased rapidly...




Christians
Scatter at
Saul’s
Persecution
Acts 8

v
AN
&
9
)
$
GALILEE

DECAROLIS

.Sebaste
Gitta®@®Sychar

SAMARIA

Jericho@
Jerusalem

©2021, Ralph F. Wilson <pastor@joyfulheart.com>

Acts 8:1 On that day a
persecution broke out a
the church in Jerusalem, a
except the apostles were
scattered throughout Judea a
Samaria.

Acts 8:4 Those who had been
scattered preached the word
wherever they went.
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Acts 8:3 But Saul begar
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destroy

Acts 9: 1 Meanwhile, Saul was s
breathing out
against the Lord’s disciples. He we

the high priest 2 and asked him for

to the synagogues in
Damascus, so that if he found any
there who belonged to the Way,
whether men or women, he might take
them as prisoners to Jerusalem.



Philippians 3:5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the p
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in r
to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the churc
for righteousness based on the law, faultless.

Acts 21:39 Paul answered, “| am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia,
citizen of no ordinary city...”

- Born as a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28)

- Pharisee: Strict member of the Pharisee sect who was zealou
and faultless regarding the observance of the Jewish Law.
Acts 22:3 | studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained In
the law of our ancestors. | was just as zealous for God as any of
you are today.




Saul’s ARISING Story (Acts 9:1-3
1) Dramatic Conversion

2) Drastic Change
3) Divine Cali




(A) Dramatic Conversion (Acts 9)

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a
from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the groun

(13

‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6
“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what
you must do.”




Acts 9:7 The men traveling with Saul stood there s
heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got
ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see no
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three day
blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lo
called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Stre
and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 |
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his

hands on him to restore his sight.”




Acts 9:13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “| have hea
reports about this man and all the harm he has don
holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on
name.” ...

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing
his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus,
who appeared to you on the road as you were coming
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales
fell from Saul’'s eyes, and he could see again. He got up
and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he

regained his strength.
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Helen Keller
(1880-1968) was
an American
author, political
activist, and
lecturer who was
the first deaf-blind
person to earn a
Bachelor of Arts
degree.

She wrote 12
published
books—including

The only thing
worse than being blind

IS having sight but no vision

— Helen Keller

her autobiography
“The Story of My



(B) Drastic Change (Acts 9:19-30)

19 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Dama
20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that
Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him we
astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn't
he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?”
22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the
Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus Is the
Messiah....




(B) Drastic Change (Acts 9)

Before
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(C) Divine Calli

Saul received his apostleship from Jesus Christ thr
vision and revelation on the road to Damascus

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is
my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 | wil
show him how much he must for my name.”




For the Cause of Christ

heard

Acts 9:15 Acts 22
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The Spirit of the Lord (Isaiah 61:1)

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners...

Zech.4:6
‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,
says the Lord Almighty.




NnOW much ne must Tor viy name (1 he vvay or tne
Cross)

2 Cor.11:23-28 ...l have worked much harder, been in more
frequently, been more severely, and been again
and again. 24 Five times | received from the Jews the
. 25 Three times | was ,once | was
, three times | was , | spent a night and a day in the
, 26 | have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger

from , in danger from , in danger from my fellow , 1N
danger from ; In danger in the , In danger in the , 1N
danger at ; and in danger from . 27 | have labored and
toiled and have often gone ; | have known and
and have often gone ; | have been and . 28 Besides

everything else, | face daily the of my concern for all the churches.



The conditions / situations of the church therea

Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout

Judea, Galilee and Samaria (NKJV)

- enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened
(edified / built up)

- living (walking) in the fear of the Lord and

- encouraged by (comfort of) the Holy Spirit,

- it increased in numbers (they multiplied).




The Lord’s Grace to Paul (1 Tim. 1)

12 | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me str
he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his servic
Even though | was once a and a an
, | was shown mercy because | acted in ignoranc
unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jes

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am
the worst. 16 But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that |
me, , Christ Jesus might display his immense
patience as an example for those who would believe in him and
receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.




Reflection Questions:

1. What is your conversion story that impacted your life
now?

2. In what ways are we being changed by God’s grace?

3. Through our lives’ testimonies, what is God calling us to
be / do?

4. What is the one takeaway that | can apply in my life this
week?




Saul’s Arising S
(Acts 9:1-31)
1) Dramatic Conve

556
b s and Power [J2) Drastic Change
3) Divine Call




